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circumstances, and prior to such removal or interference, record the location,
layout and condition of the aircraft, its parts, contents, components, wreckage,
any marks and remains and any other evidence by the best possible means
available. ;

14. Release of the aircraft and other evidence when no longer
required.—(1) The Director shall release the aircraft, or any one or more of its
parts, contents, components, wreckage; marks and remains as well as any other
information or evidence that has been taken into his custody by an investigator or
any restriction as to its removal or interference with, or safe keeping have been
imposed under section 13 as soon as it is no longer required for the investigation.

(2) While releasing the aircraft, or any one or more of its parts,
contents, component or wreckage, the Director may, through a written notice,
require the owner, operator or any other person having lawful claim over it, to
have it removed within such reasonable period as may be given in the notice.

(3) Where the owner, operator or the other person having lawful claim
over it, fails without reasonable cause to remove the aircraft, or any one or more
of its parts, contents, components or wreckage, within the period given in the
notice, the Director may cause the aircraft, part, content, component or wreckage
to be auctioned or otherwise disposed of at the expense of the owner, operator or
other person and deposit proceeds thereof to the Federal Government.

15. Investigation reports and their publication.—(1) The Director
may, from time to time, provide an interim statement on the progress and
findings of an investigation to the Minister and the Secretary and to every agency
or person who has a direct interest in the findings of the investigation as and
when requested by the agency or person.

(2) As soon as an investigation is complete, the Director shall cause to
be prepared a draft final report describing the proceedings in general, any safety
deficiencies identified, recommendations made in the interest of air safety and
any other relevant findings.

(3) The Director shall submit the draft final repbrt to the Minister anci

.the Secretary and also cause it to be sent to every agency or person who has a-

direct interest in the findings of the investigation.

(4) Thereafter, the Director shall give every agency and person having
a direct interest in the findings of the investigation a reasonable opportunity not
exceeding forty-five days to make any representation or observation on the draft
final report. ' '
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19. Reopening of an investigation.—Where it appears to the
Secretary that any new and material evidence has become available after
completion of the investigation, he may, with the appioval of the Minister, direct
the Director to re-open the investigation.

20. Incident reporting systems—(1) The Director shall, through a-
Standing Order, establish a mandatory incident reporting system to collect
information on actual or potential safety deficiencies and require all related
persons mentioned in that order to notify all accidents, serious incidents and
incidents to the Bureau by most suitable and quickest means but in any case not -
later than twenty-four hours. -

. (2) In the like manner, the Director shall, through a Standing Order,
establish a voluntary incident reporting system to facilitate collection of
information on actual or potential safety deficiencies that may not be captured by
- the mandatory incident reporting system.

(3) The voluntary incident reporting system shall be non-punitive and
afford protection to the sources of the information.

21. Obstructing or impeding proceedings—Any person, who
interferes with, obstructs or impedes the proceedings of an inquiry or
investigation, or the exercise of any power or duty conferred to or imposed upon
an investigator or other person under this Act shall, on conviction, be punished
with imprisonment which may extend to six months, or a fine not exceeding five
hundred thousand rupees, or with both.

‘ 22. Withholding, altering or giving false information or

evidence.—Any person who knowingly withholds, hides, alters or damages any
information or other evidence relating to an investigation under this Act or
provides any false or misleading information or evidence to an investigator or
other person holding an inquiry or investigation under this Act shall, on
conviction, be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or a
fine not exceeding one million rupees, or with both.

23. Failure to comply with sumamons or requisition—Any petson,
who without reasonable excuse, when called upon to do so by an investigator or
other person holding an inquiry or investigation under this Act, fails or refuses to
appear before him or give a statement, or provide or make available any
information, book, note, record, photograph, papers or other document, recording
and transcripts, any part, content or component of an aircraft or its wreckage, of
to make available the body of a deceased person or other human remains
available for autopsy, shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment which
may extend to three months, or a fine not exceeding on fifty thousand rupees, or
with both.






















